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Order in the Court!

After many, many months of preparation, we've finally launched our
Courthouse Pilot Project ! We hinted at it in our September 2017
Newsletter, and recently sent out an email providing you with more
detailed information. But if you missed the memo, here's what you need to
know:

-We are now collecting two new structure feature types: County
Courthouses and State Supreme Courthouses . The U.S. Supreme
Court Courthouse has already been added to the map, so don't
worry about collecting that one.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

-We're jump-starting this project with a new Mapping Challengeto
1 order in the Court! collect courthouses only in Colorado. Once we see that the project
is going smoothly there, we'll instruct you to start collecting
New Updates to the Editor! courthouses in another state.

2
4 New Interactive Challenge Map -Since this is a pilot project, any courthouse data that is collected
5 and verified will not go into any USGS products The National Map

lllinois Schools Mapping Challenge or US Topo map3 until we have been granted approval to do so.
Extended

o -Unlike other structures The National Map Corpscollects, every
S How to Spot an Authoritative Source courthouse will be added to the map by volunteers. Therefore, you
will not see any courthouse points with a red border.

6 Aerial Photo Interpretation Part 2: Post

Offices -We've added a new sction to our User Guidetitled ' Courthouse
Pilot Project Guide ' to walk you through the courthouse data
9 TNMCorps Word Scramble collection and editing process. We highly recommend reading
through this section before collecting any courthouses because
10 Recognition they can be pretty tricky. We've also updated our Authoritative

Sources List our Structures List, and our Name and Address
Formatting Guide to include courthouses, so be sure to check those
out.

We developed this project to test the ability of the TNMCorps'
crowdsourcing model to collect a dataset from scratch.  So if you're tired of
editing the same old structures and you're ready for a challenge, start
collecting those courthouses and help us show that our volunteers are up

to the task! If you have any questions or feedback about the Courthouse
Pilot Project , pl ease reach out to us at nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov



https://nationalmap.gov/TheNationalMapCorps/docs/2017.09_The_National_Map_Corps_Newsletter.pdf
https://nationalmap.gov/TheNationalMapCorps/docs/2017.09_The_National_Map_Corps_Newsletter.pdf
https://my.usgs.gov/confluence/display/nationalmapcorps/Mapping%2bChallenges
https://nationalmap.gov/
https://nationalmap.gov/ustopo/index.html
https://my.usgs.gov/confluence/display/nationalmapcorps/Home
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/vgistructures_userguide.html
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/courthouse_pilot_project_guide/tnmcorps_courthouse_pilot_project_user_guide.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/courthouse_pilot_project_guide/tnmcorps_courthouse_pilot_project_user_guide.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/authoritative_sources.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/authoritative_sources.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/structure_def_table.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/tnmcorps_attribute_formatting.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/tnmcorps_attribute_formatting.pdf
mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
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New Updates to the Editor!

Our development team h as been hard at work making some updates to the editor that we hope will
make your editing experience much more enjoyable. In addition to a new feature type
(courthouses!), you'll notice four changes the next time you log in to do some editing:

Filter by edit status

Whether you are new to The National Map
Corps or are an experienced editor , you
may be having a hard time finding points
to edit. Our new drop -down menu in the
Edit Tab allows you to look for points by
edit status !

By using this drop down menu you can
tailor your editing session to focus on
points that are unedited, or points that
need to be peer reviewed. Currently
there are over 100K unedited points, so
there is plenty of work to be done!

Possible Errors Have Occurred

The edit has been saved but will require additional review. The issues are listed below
Formatting

« The field "Name" does not follow data convention: Please use the proper case in
your words. (We are unable correctly check words like, McDonald.)

Invalid Character
« The field "Name" does not follow data convention: We've noticed you've added a
period. Please check your entry and write out abbreviations.
Mandatory
« The field "City" does not follow data convention: A City Name is required..
Naming

+ Please include one of the following in the "Name" field: Court, Courthouse
« The field "NAME" does not follow data convention: Plegsa i

=1 Lo
"Court" or "Courthouse" is in the name, as found on arjauthoritative sourcg

Review D

« The field "Zip-code" does not follow data convention: Data field can not be blank.
« All Courthouse features will be reviewed

Structures_Required

« The field "GNIS ID" does not follow data convention: GNIS_|D can not be empty.

« The field "Address 1" does not follow data convention: Data field can not be blank:
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Error Message Links

If you get an error message
while editing courthouses,
you will have the option to
check the Authoritative
Sources List immediately by
clicking the link in the error
message popup box.
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https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/getting_started/overview_of_the_online_editor/edit_tab.htm
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New Updates to the Editor! (Continued)

Edit History
c g q a Username Date Type Errors
More ACCESSIbIe Ed It H IStory In Anomaly 10/27/2017 Update There are conflicting features of the same type
the Editing Tab nearby

Anomaly 10/27/2017 Update There are conflicting features of the same type
nearby.

Our edit history feature has now
been integrated into the editing
section. You will be able to see
the edit history of any point that
you are currently editing,
including the edit type (create or
update), and any errors previous
edits may have generated.

**EYI, you might notic e that the dates listed next to each edit
only display the current date and not the date  on which the
previous edits were made. We are current ly working to resolve
this issue, but in the meantime we greatly appreciate your
patience!
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Click on the blue
marker to display
the current and
previous edits



https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/getting_started/overview_of_the_online_editor/edit_history_tab.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/getting_started/overview_of_the_online_editor/edit_history_tab.htm
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New Updates to the Editor! (Continued)

Click in the top right
corner of the editor
to change the map

background

DigitalGlobe Imagery Base Layer

. The National Map Base Layer
You now have the option to select
The National Map Imagery ;

DigitalGlobe Imagery as a base

layer! Currently, this option is = DigitalGlobe Imagery

(.)nl.y available for Ha.W.a” and a The National Map + Aerial Imagery
limited extent of Louisiana, but

we hope to extend coverage of ESRI Imagery
this imagery in t he future. MAIP Imagery
Boundaries
G2, ‘
% : Quad Index

Uy |
Historical Topo
% Alaska Community Photos

Hawalii
Louisiana
The solid black A :
boundaries in , o
these images el '
represent the !
approximate | = P
extent of the E&f‘?
DigitalGlobe : =
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https://www.digitalglobe.com/
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New Interactive Challenge Map

Exciting news! We now
have an interactive status
map for the lllinois Schools
Mapping Challenge!

You can use this map when
working on the challenge
to see which points still
need to be edited.

You can also see which
points still need to be peer
reviewed!
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- Click on 'Link to
Point' to zoom
to the same
pointin the
editor

For more information about the interactive web map please visit our confluence page !






















