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NEW VEHICLE SAFETY CHECKLIST

In order to meet USGS, OSHA and DOT safety requirements, use this guide for new vehicles.

PICKUP TRUCKS (Cargo Boxes, Toppers)  

Large and or heavy objects may not ride in the passenger area.

Compressed Gas.  Tanks must be restrained with industrial grade materials including chain, straps, steel, cable, or lockable structure.  Tanks not standing should be mounted on the passenger side with cap forward and secured by two points of contact.  Never carry acetylene tanks horizontally

Sounding Weight(s).  All weights, including counter weights, must be restrained by industrial grade materials including chain, straps, steel, cable, or lockable structure. Storage (loose) inside a cargo compartment is not sufficient.

Fire Extinguisher(s).  Fire extinguishers must be mounted.  It is not acceptable to keep extinguishers under or behind seats.  Small extinguishers (2.5 lbs.) must be visually inspected annually and replaced at least every 5 years or be serviced.

First-Aid Kit(s).  First-aid kits must be readily assessable and inspected annually for replacement of supplies that have expiration dates.  Consider the addition of waterless anti-bacterial hand cleaners.

Traffic Control Warning Lights/Signs/Cones.  Any vehicle that will be parked on the shoulder, bridge deck, or areas of right of way must be able to meet the minimum traffic warning requirements contained within the science center traffic safety plan.  The addition of any ladder racks or other equipment must not block the visibility of the warning lights to other vehicles.

Personal Flotation Devices (PFD).  At least one Coast Guard approved PFD must be in the vehicle if the possibility for work “on, in, over, or near” water will occur. 

Traffic Safety Vests.  Any work (station inspection, surveying, etc.) on the shoulder, bridge deck, or areas of right of way requires the use of U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) approved type II or type III HI-VIS safety vests.

Liquids and Fuels.  All flammable liquids (except lab chemicals) must be transported in metal DOT approved safety cans.  Plastic fuel containers are approved for watercraft only. 

Other Industrial Materials.  Generators, pumps, compressors, etc., must be secured to reduce the possibility that the load may shift or be lost in an accident.

Batteries.  Liquid (lead acid) batteries must be transported in approved battery boxes or original packaging.

Chemicals.  Chemicals must be transported in original DOT packaging or approved containers.  Any liquids in secondary containers must be labeled for product and hazards, i.e., hydrochloric acid or hydrogen peroxide/oxidizer, or de-ionized water.

Hard Hat and Safety Glasses.  All field vehicles must be prepared for field work that will include safety gear, including hard hats and safety glasses.

Tire Pressure Gauge.  All vehicles need access to an accurate tire gauge.

PICKUPS (Laboratory Campers)    

All of the above apply.  In addition: 
Chemical hygiene personal protective equipment (latex or nitrile gloves, safety glasses, etc.).

Complete list of material safety data sheets for chemicals in the vehicle.

Copy of chemical hygiene plan.

Eye wash.

Ability to secure de-ionized water. carboys or other liquids.

SUBURBAN, TAHOE, EXPLORER (Passenger vehicles, including mini-vans, used for field work regularly or intermittently).  

All of the above apply.  In addition, a cargo cage separating the passenger area from the cargo area is mandatory.

VANS (Field)    

All of the above apply.  In addition, a cargo cage separating the passenger area from the cargo area is mandatory.

VANS (Laboratory)   

All of the above apply.  In addition: 

Cargo cage separating the passenger area from the cargo area is mandatory.

Chemical hygiene personal protective equipment (latex or nitrile gloves, safety glasses, etc.).

Complete list of material safety data sheets for chemicals in the vehicle.

Copy of chemical hygiene plan.

Eye wash.

Ability to secure de-ionized water, carboys or other liquids.




